Apr il 2018
In This Issue...
-

Letter from the President
An overview of the eLab start-up Combplex
An update on eLab alumnus Rob Karp and his travel agency MilesAhead
An introduction to TakeNote General Manager Pedro Bobrow

LETTERFROMTHEPRESIDENT

over to the full alumni base. Stay tuned!

I am pleased to announce
that this year 's
Entrepreneurship at Cornell
Celebration was a great
success! Sponsored by the
Student Agencies
Foundation, this two-day
conference brought together students, faculty,
alumni, and visitors for events such as a Shark
Tank Panel, eLab Demo Day, and the Big Idea
Competition Finale.

This edition of the eNews will include:
- An overview of the Student Business
of the Year Combplex, an eLab
start-up offering technology for
commercial beekeepers to remotely
monitor hives;
- An introduction to current General
Manager of TakeNote, Pedr o Bobr ow
('20); and
- An update on eLab alumnus Rob
Kar p ('19) and his travel agency
MilesAhead.

The Student Agencies, Inc. team is excited to
announce the launch of a pilot Alumni
Mentorship Program, which will pair current SAI
managers with alumni based on career
interests. SAI alumni from the classes of 2016
and 2017 should have received an email earlier
this week about how to get involved. In the
ensuing months, SAI aims to roll the program

Sincerely,
M ich ael Kar an gelen ('90)
Chairman and President
Student Agencies Foundation, Inc
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Elissa Cook ('15), a former General
Manager of Cornellian Yearbook, started
a new position as GMT Private Wealth
Management Analyst at Goldman Sachs.
Alicia Kor n r eich ('10), a former
Editor-in-Chief of Cornellian Yearbook,
began a new position as DVP, Marketing
Operations and Strategy at Hudson's
Bay Company.
Todd Kat h an (M BA '06), a former
Johnson Fellow, was promoted to Vice
President of IBM Services, North
America at IBM.
Tia (Ben jam in ) Silas ('03), a former
General Manager of Campus
Promotions, was promoted to Vice
President, Global Chief Diversity &
Inclusion Officer at IBM.
Dou glas S. M iller ('97), a former
Assistant Manager of Big Red Shipping &

Storage, began a new position as Vice
President of Customer Success at AirPR
Software.
Congratulations to all of our alumni! If you are
an SAI, eLab, or LCL alumnus doing something
new, please let us know here.

.

ELABFEATUREDSTART-UP:
COMBPLEX
ByPriyaKankanhalli
Combplex, a niche startup
founded by Hailey Scof ield
(Ph D '20) and Nat h an
Oak es (Ph D '20), introduces
an unprecedented level of
organization into the commercial pollination
operations of honey beekeepers. Previously
developing their concept in the Rev Hardware
Accelerator in Ithaca, Hailey and Nathan were
equipped with the skills to communicate with
fellow scientists but sought a means to reach
an audience of entrepreneurs and
non-scientists. Intrigued by questions such as
?is there a market [for a hive management
product]?? and ?is there a problem??, the
co-founders were drawn to eLab.

Through their company, Hailey and
Nathan produce remote sensors that
are embedded in hives and analyze
data pertaining to the health of bee
colonies. Those statistics are then
transmitted to beekeepers in real
time. Winning first prize in the 2017
eLab Pitch Competition, Combplex
started as a collaboration between
the two Cornell graduate students
and grew into a synergistic venture,
combining Hailey?s research
experience in honey bee behavior and
Nathan?s background in electrical and
computer engineering.
Empowered by the direction offered
by eLab, which Hailey credits for
bridging the gap between science and
business, Combplex ultimately aims
to ?facilitate non-hostile agricultural

environments.? Specifically, Hailey points to
the structured customer delivery process,
through which the co-founders were
encouraged to cold-call beekeepers and
report their findings, as a distinct benefit
that ?yielded a tremendous amount of
information not found elsewhere.? In the
future, Hailey and Nathan hope to condense
a currently obscure pollination market,
introduce transparency, financially
incentivize efficient pollination, and reduce
skepticism against bees.
Combplex was named Student Business of
the Year during the Entrepreneurship at
Cornell Celebration this April. Selected from
a competitive group of 13 start-ups,
Combplex received $5,000 to improve and
expand its business. Learn more about
Combplex by visiting their website here.

ANINTERVIEWWITHTAKENOTE
GENERALMANAGERPEDRO
BOBROW
ByNicoleGilmartin
Pedr o Bobr ow ('20)
grew up in San Paolo,
Brazil surrounded by
entrepreneurial
spirit. His father
began a sock
business after
graduating college
and has since
expanded its
production to include pajama sets and
flip-flops. From a young age, Pedro appreciated
the value that entrepreneurs contribute to
their customers' lives and decided he would
rather manage his own business than write

reports about other companies.
Given his affinity for entrepreneurship, SAI's
mission of providing students with first-hand
experience running a business resonated
with Pedro, and he was sold from the start.
As he learned more about the individual
businesses, Pedro recognized TakeNote's
room for growth and creative development,
which led him to apply for general manager.
Through his experience managing TakeNote,
Pedro has learned "what it takes to run
day-to-day operations" and how to apply
knowledge from the classroom to the real
world.
Pedro will spend the summer in Ithaca
participating in the Life Changing Labs
Incubator to kickstart Suna Breakfast, a
breakfast delivery service targeting college
students. Suna offers busy college students
a convenient alternative to skipping
breakfast. Students simply place a breakfast

order online the night before and select a
five-minute delivery window, allowing Suna
to optimize the delivery route overnight and
deliver a perfectly timed hot breakfast to
each customer in the morning. "Suna",
Brazilian slang meaning "chill" or "cool",
incorporates Pedro's Brazilian roots into the
start-up.
For Pedro, eHub has provided a "space to
create, bloom, and foster ideas" as well as
encouragement to pursue entrepreneurship
beyond college. He looks forward to his
increased involvement with Student
Agencies Foundation through the LCL
Incubator this summer.

UPDATEONELABSTART-UPMILESAHEAD
ByViewfromILTM
The Summer 2017 edition of the SAF
eNewsletter featured the eLab start-up
MilesAhead, founded by Rob Kar p
('19). Click here to read an update on
the business.

